
January 2003

Volume 2, No. 1
News from Inside the UOA Central Office

• The newly designed UOA Web site is now live!
Check it out at www.uoa.org. You will see many new
features such as improved navigation, a search button,
a calendar of events, medical research information,
Spanish language materials and more. We are
receiving very positive feedback and hope you enjoy it
as well!

• A new UOA brochure, Orthotopic Neobladder—A
Surgical Option for Bladder Diversion, is now
available at no charge. This brochure describes a new
procedure to create a bladder when the original
bladder is removed. You may print a copy of this
brochure from our Web site at
http://www.uoa.org/new/files/neobladder.pdf or call or
e-mail the Central Office for a copy. Note that all nine
of UOA’s free brochures are available to print in PDF
format online.

• In December, the UOA Board of Directors realigned
our Youth Networks to officially establish:
Ø Parents Network—serving the needs of parents of

young children with ostomies or related
diversions.

Ø Teen Network—serving the needs of 11–17-year
olds.

Ø Young Adult Network—generally serving the
needs of 18-year olds and over, typically up to
25–30-years old.

Ø Thirty Plus—generally serving the needs of
individuals over 30-years old.

Network committees have been named and new
services are being designed to meet the unique needs
of these age-based special interest groups.

• UOA Chapter and Satellite presidents will be
receiving a survey we are conducting to help identify
the characteristics of our chapters. Part one of this
survey (now in the mail) asks questions about your
chapter members, meetings, newsletter, Web site,
visiting program, etc. that will help us create a profile
of our 420+ chapters. Part two, planned for later this
year, will survey chapter use of UOA national services
and your input for additional ways we can assist you.
Results will be confidential and a summary shared
with all chapters. Chapters that complete and return
the survey will receive a complimentary copy of the
UOA Diet & Nutrition Guide.

• The UOA Central Office has now installed its new
association management information system and we are
working hard to debug and customize the software. The
old system was no longer stable and had no ability to
reflect current data needs, necessary reports and
communications requirements. The change has been
difficult on all of us, and we apologize for the delays in
sending chapter reports and any information and dues
billing errors. We see the light at the end of the tunnel now
which will result in much better information management
and greater service to you. Thanks for your patience during
this challenging period!

• Do you need a program idea for your next chapter
meeting? Project SHARE (Sending Help and
Rehabilitation Everywhere), the Friends of Ostomates
(FOW) USA, program has a new 13-minute free video for
use by UOA chapters. The video explains the purpose and
workings of the Project SHARE program of collecting
then sending ostomy supplies to needy ostomates in other
countries. Send requests to Don Binder, 400 N. June St.,
Los Angeles, CA 90004; phone 323-935-7903; fax 323-
931-7433; e-mail: binder98@earthlink.net. Please specify
date wanted, a phone number or fax number and where to
mail the tape. Allow at least three weeks lead time for
delivery.

• Did you receive your free UOA memo pad sent to all
members and donors in early December?  Let us know if
you would like more; and thank you if you responded with
a donation. Your gift means we can continue to provide
and expand our services to ostomates and their caregivers.
If you have not yet responded, please be as generous as
you can to help us make a difference in the lives of all
ostomates.

• Did you know that:
• Each year in the U.S., bladder cancer is diagnosed in

38,000 men and 15,000 women. It is the fourth most
common type of cancer in men and the eighth most
common in women.

• Except for those with predisposed hereditary
conditions, ninety percent of all cases of colorectal
cancer occur after the age of 50. The average age for
developing the disease is 62

Be sure to have annual check-ups and regular screenings.


