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• UOA has received a $25,000 grant from the Bristol-
Myers Squibb Foundation to conduct a Fundraising
Feasibility Study to assess the success of UOA’s
current income development activities and the potential
for raising significant funds in the future. The study will
be conducted by Changing Our World, a New York-
based consulting firm that assists nonprofit organizations
in achieving goals in philanthropy. The study will begin
in the fall and the results will help chart the future
financial success of UOA. We are grateful to BMS and
ConvaTec for their continued generosity.

• We have also received a $1,000 grant from the
Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation to be used to help
support our office technology upgrade.

• Follow the flashing lights in Las Vegas to find UOA
Ambassadors!  The Thirty-Plus Network, along with
other special-interest networks, is pioneering personal
assistance at the national conference to parents, teens,
young adults and anyone who has questions about the
conference or wants to discuss their surgery or
diagnosis. Trained Ambassadors will offer
compassionate and experienced advice and friendship to
anyone in need. The Ambassadors are easily recognized
by flashing lights around their neck and are waiting for
you to ask for their help.

• The 25th Annual Youth Rally was a hit! One hundred
11-17-year-old campers attended and were supported by
a staff of 55 counselors and specialized nurses. In
addition to educational presentations and rap sessions,
campers enjoyed a canoe trip on the Minnesota River, a
day at an amusement park and a trip to the Mall of
America. Friendships were made that will last a lifetime,
and campers left knowing that they can live fully
productive lives.  As always, this event cannot be held
without the generous time and financial resources
provided by the counselors and nurses who are the
backbone of the rally and the donations made by dozens
of UOA chapters. Rally chairs JoAnne Sisco and Vickie
Weaver are true champions at making the camp run
smoothly and providing the special needs these
marvelous kids require. Our gratitude to JoAnne and
Vickie.

• The first annual Young Adult Conference was also held in
St. Paul following the rally. Close to 100, former Youth
Rally campers and counselors, first timers, presenters and
exhibitors gathered for two days of educational sessions,
networking opportunities, product displays and rap sessions.
One hundred percent of 18-25+-year old attendees agreed
that the conference was “excellent” or “good,” and all agreed
that they would attend a second conference. The second
Young Adult Conference will likely be held in conjunction
with the national conference in Louisville, KY, August 2004.
Conference chairs Monica Sagastume, Kate Markwith and
Administrative Chair Ken Aukett were pleased by the
conference success, and we thank them for pioneering a
major new service to young adult ostomates.

• UOA and the Fort Worth Chapter have partnered to produce
a new Visitor Training Video. The video will be composed
of four segments which will guide the facilitator throughout
the training session. There will be a companion Participants
Workbook to support learning. These very helpful materials
will be ready for release at the end of the year.

• Americans are logging on for health information.
According to a study by the Pew Internet & American Life
Project, about 93 million people use the Internet to find
health information. The most searched-for topic is
information about a specific disease or medical problem. The
No. 2 search topic:  information about a specific medical
treatment or procedure. Patients are advised to always check
the source and timeliness of online information.

• What do you want most from your doctor? An Arthritis
Today poll reports that readers want someone who has time
to listen to their questions and concerns, clearly outlines
treatment options to help you select the one right for you and
is knowledgeable about the latest research and procedures.

• The Central Office reports 585 care guides have been sold
in June and July. Best sellers include the Diet & Nutrition
Guide; Colostomy Guide; Intimacy, Sexuality and an Ostomy
Guide; and the Ileoanal Reservoir Guide.

• Get out the suitcase. Have your neighbor take in your mail.
It’s time for the UOA national conference in Las Vegas.
Travel safely; we look forward to seeing you there!


