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• The United Ostomy Association is excited to offer the
first conference designed for young adults who’ve
undergone diversionary surgery. The Young Adult
Conference is scheduled for July 17–19, 2003, at the
Holiday Inn East in St. Paul, Minnesota. Conference
sessions will address body image, relationships,
insurance reimbursement, college life and
employment concerns. The registration fee, which
includes most meals, will be $125 for members and
$150 for nonmembers which includes a one-year
UOA membership. Additional details will be
forthcoming, but for now spread the word to all young
adults in your area.

• Five Ostomy Education Seminars are planned for
October and November to celebrate World Ostomy
Day and to update members of the medical
community on anatomy/physiology and psycho-social
support for patients undergoing bowel and bladder
diversionary surgery. These seminars, scheduled for
Houston, Miami, Philadelphia, St. Louis and Salt Lake
City are sponsored by UOA and ConvaTec and will
cost $20 to attend. The exact dates will be announced
shortly on the UOA Web site. In addition, President
George W. Bush has sent his written greetings in
support of World Ostomy Day and commending the
volunteers, supporters and UOA staff for their work.

• Key volunteer leaders were honored recently at the
national conference in Philadelphia where 700
attendees gathered to celebrate UOA’s 40th

Anniversary. The President’s Award, given to a
volunteer who represents outstanding leadership, was
presented to Eric Floyd and Larry Hartwig
(posthumously), cochairs of the Gay and Lesbian
Ostomates Network. The Sam Dubin Award,
presented annually at the conference banquet, is the
highest honor awarded by UOA to recognize
volunteer work at the national level. This year the
award was presented to Eric Floyd. Congratulations!

• The national conference in Philadelphia was one of
the best attended in years. Evaluations were highly
positive and attendees expressed their satisfaction with
conference events, sessions and UOA leadership. You
may see photos of conference activities at
www.uoa.org. We are exploring distribution of a CD
or video of all photos shown at the closing
banquet—stay tuned! UOA is grateful to conference
chairs Gail Smuda and Mary Jane Wolfe and very
proud of the tremendous support provided by the

Philadelphia Chapter. Now it’s onward to Las Vegas,
August 10–13, 2003.

• We are extremely pleased to report the final outcome of
our first annual Chapter Participation program. This
new program, recognizing our most generous chapters,
resulted in participation by 31 chapters and individuals for
a total of $3,425! Donating chapter representatives
attending the Philadelphia conference joined a parade
across the opening ceremony stage, were honored on the
Wall of Honor and listed in the Phoenix Society
recognition publication. Our most sincere thanks to these
UOA chapters for their generosity.

• UOA is making available “Your Mitrofanoff Coloring
Book,” which is designed to help children and parents
learn about self-catheterization through a special
abdominal hole called a Mitrofanoff. It gives a clear
explanation of how the urinary tract works and a simple
demonstration of the catheterization procedure. Originally
distributed by the Denver, Colorado, Chapter, this book
has been reprinted and is now distributed by UOA. Copies
of the coloring book are available for $.75 each from the
UOA Central Office.

• Attention Chapters: Have you forgotten about the UOA
Central Office? Are you sending a copy of your newsletter
to us? Have you provided us with the e-mail address of a
chapter leader so we can send information to you
electronically? Does your membership application ask for
new member e-mail address and are you collecting this
information from existing members? Help us operate
effectively in the 21st Century by communicating
electronically to the fullest extent. Also, be sure to let us
know if you have now changed officers for your new year.

• If your chapter is in need of new computer software, you
may be eligible for a nonprofit discount on certain
products. Tech Soup’s DiscounTech, an online discount
technology store just for nonprofits, offers products from
leading providers like Microsoft and Lotus at deeply
discounted prices. For example, Windows 2000 Pro is just
$60, plus a user’s license for $35—normal price would be
$550+. We shop here and you may too:
www.techsoup.org.

• The Central Office reports the following response to
member needs for July:

• Telephone Calls: 1,573
• E-Mail Inquiries: 599
• Care Guide Sales: 503 copies, $1,506
• Chapter Members, “C” Quarter: 25,589
• New Association/Professional Memberships: 74


